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URUGUAYURUGUAY
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Punta del Este



URUGUAY URUGUAY isis

“ small & GREEN ”

SIZE: 180.000 km 2

Population: 3.3 million

Beef Cattle: 12 million

sheep: 12 million

Exports: beefbeef ,, wool, dairy products, rice, 
soy, software.



CONFORMATION OF HERDSCONFORMATION OF HERDS

80 %  HEREFORD80 %  HEREFORD
ABERDEEN ANGUSABERDEEN ANGUS

20 % HOLSTEIN20 % HOLSTEIN
NORMANDONORMANDO

70 % CORRIEDALE70 % CORRIEDALE

11 % IDEAL11 % IDEAL

10 % AUSTRALIAN MERINO10 % AUSTRALIAN MERINO

BEEF CATTLE   12.762.000BEEF CATTLE   BEEF CATTLE   12.76212.762.000.000

DAIRY CATTLE  704,448DAIRY CATTLE  704,448DAIRY CATTLE  704,448

SHEEPS   9,762,257SHEEPS   9,762,257



EXTENSIVE & SEMI EXTENSIVE EXTENSIVE & SEMI EXTENSIVE 
SYSTEMS SYSTEMS 

ANIMALS ARE ANIMALS ARE FREE ON NATURAL FREE ON NATURAL 
PASTURESPASTURES



MEAT PORDUCER & MEAT PORDUCER & 
EXPORTER!!!EXPORTER!!!

BEEF CATTLE SLAUGHTER

���� � ��������� consumption:
30-35%

(50-60kg/PERS/YEAR)
EXPORTATION
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Why some bad practices of management 
can affect the productivity?



CARCASS BRUISES



Facultad de Veterinaria – UDELAR
First Research Project: 

“ Critical Control Points affecting
Animal Welfare in pre-slaughter
stages in beef cattle”

Supported by INIA-BID
Period: 2001-2003

Coordination: Dra. S. Huertas



Objectives
To Identify & quantify the principal damages suffered by the 
animals before slaughter & to  determine it possible causes

Specific Objectives

1. To characterize the 
bovine  transport to 
slaughter 

2. Identification & 
quantification of lesions 
in the carcass .

3. To estimate immediate 
economic losses



From 448 trucks observed
50%: belonged to the last 10 years

Period of time on the job
(driving trucks with cattle) 
Average: 14 years

17% properly maintained



�7�R���I�R�U�F�H���D�Q�L�P�D�O���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W��

shouts 
58%

sticks
2%

elect. device
40%



DISTANCE & TIME TRAVELLED
DISTANCE: mean 240 ± 9 Km . 
Limits: (min. 7 – max. 720 Km.)
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Time Distribution

TIME: mean 305 ± 7min. (5 hs),
Limits: (min. 0 – max. 960)
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AT LEAST ONE LESION

30000 half carcass observed in 13 plants



CLASIFICATION ACCORDING TO DEPNESSCLASIFICATION ACCORDING TO DEPNESS

75%
DEGREE 1

SUPERFITIAL

25%
DEGREE 2 & 3

DEEP



PERCENTAGE OF LESIONS ACCORDING TO 
ZONE AND DEEPNESS

MEAN OF MEAT CONDEMNED: 2 kg



Losses identified by audits

2003 (U$S)

Dark cuts 10.14

Leather deffects 3.38

BRUISES 18.90

Injection point lesions 0.74

Presene of residues ????

Total of Animal 
Welfare problems

33.16

Gral. Total 40.82

INAC – INIA - CSU



Losses
3 000 TONS/YEAR

1 MILLION PEOPLE 
WOULD EAT 
30 kg BEEF/YEAR

Slaughter
3 million cattle

head /year

Bad management practicesBad management practices

BRUISES & BRUISES & defectsdefects

100 million DOLLARS



WHAT DID WE DO TO IMPROVE ?

TO BUILD CAPACITIES  & TO BUILD CAPACITIES  & 
TO IMPLEMENT TO IMPLEMENT 

GoodGood Animal Animal WelfareWelfare PracticesPractices



SEMINARS OF 
CAPACITATION &
DIFUSION OF GMP

Target Audience:
Producers & rural employees, 
industry employees, truck 
drivers, intermediates, 
technicians, students, etc.
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EXTENTION MATERIAL 

PSA – MGAP, 

Facultad de Veterinaria 

Instituto Plan Agropecuario,
Frigorífico Tacuarembó

Consultoras Agropecuarias

DIVULGATION BROCHURES

www.bienestaranimal.org.uy



The proposal is to continue working
together to improve Animal Welfare

and the Welfare of Humans.




