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BEEF CATTLE WELFARE PROGRAM

CATTLE HANDLING
Normal behaviourNormal behaviour

Learning processesLearning processes

HumanHuman--cattle interactions cattle interactions 
The daily routine in beef farm The daily routine in beef farm –– a good routinea good routine

RATIONAL HANDLING                           RATIONAL HANDLING                            
(GOOD PRACTICES OF HANDLING)(GOOD PRACTICES OF HANDLING)

thoughtful actionthoughtful action

BEEF CATTLE WELFARE PROGRAM
Training livestock people

AuditingDeveloping new facilities and equipments

Process characterization (e.g. loading, unloading, driving, stunning)

Similar strategies are applied for Dairy Cattle and PigsSimilar strategies are applied for Dairy Cattle and Pigs
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RISK ASSESSMENTRISK ASSESSMENT

PROCESS CONTROLPROCESS CONTROL

LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION:LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION:

ADDRESSING THE ADDRESSING THE NEEDSNEEDS OF OF 
PEOPLE AND ANIMALSPEOPLE AND ANIMALS

PIG PRE-SLAUGHTER PROCESSES 
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Number of bruises in the carcasses
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Handling 1 – normal handling during cattle loading

Handling 2 – normal cattle loading without electric prod

Handling 3 – good handling practices during loading

Agropecuária Jacarezinho, Valparaíso-SP

Before training After training

TRAINING OF FARMERS ON CATTLE LOADING PROCEDURES The problem            Training truck drivers
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Ammonia score inside the load compartment
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The results

Training slaughterhouse workers Training slaughterhouse workers 

Frequencies of animals slipping and falling according to the slaughterhouse area, 
before and after training
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Falls

Before Training After Training

WHY???WHY???WHY???

An identified problemAn identified problem Practical trainingPractical training

Results achieved with the adoption of best practices for cattle handling
(Carrefour’s  Meat Quality Program - 120 farms, 1 carrier  company, 1 slaughterhouse)

Bad handling and their consequences
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Strategy
- Identifying a problem
- Looking for a solution  
- Applying the solution

Strategy
- Identifying a problem
- Looking for a solution  
- Applying the solution

Results after training farmers, transporters and slaughterhouse workersResults after training farmers, transporters and slaughterhouse workers

Consequence of 
good handling

www.grupoetco.org.br
e-book

BEST PRACTICES FOR DAIRY CALVES HANDLING
(Silva et al., 2007)

• Physical contact

• Suckling opportunity

• Opportunities for social interactions and play

• Progressive weaning
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Number of deaths per month according to the handling procedure, 
conventional (MC) and good practices of handling (MR).

6,67±3,85 (MC)  e 2,25±2,21 (MR) deaths/month
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Frequencies of antibiotic treatment per month according to the 
handling procedure, conventional (MC) and good practices of 

handling (MR).

36,42±14,71 (MT) para 18,51±14,78 (MR) treatmnets/month
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Number of calves (till 30 days of age) with diarrhoea and dehydration symptoms 
according to the handling procedure, conventional (MC) and good practices of 

handling (MR)

NMC= 39 calves
NMR=38 calves

Diarrhoea dehydration
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KNOWLEDGEKNOWLEDGE

Training Training 
Planning and OrganizationPlanning and Organization

People engagementPeople engagement

Better productivity Better productivity 
Better labour conditionsBetter labour conditions

Better quality of lifeBetter quality of life

FOR HUMANS AND ANIMALSFOR HUMANS AND ANIMALS

GOOD SOLUTIOS ARE AVAILABLE

FARM ANIMAL WELFARE IN BRAZIL

This is a good time to set up technical and educational 
projects to improve the conditions of farm animal 

handling and transport.

The Brazilian government, farmers and industries are 
interested in the development of strategies to improve 

the welfare of farm animals.

We must do it in a practical way: identifying the 
problems (critical points of control) and developing 

practical solutions to solve them

WWW.GRUPOETCO.ORG.BR

Mateus (mpcosta@fcav.unesp.br)
Thank you


